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756 (Copy)   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
DOWNING STREET. March 4.1881.
Mr. Gladstone acknowledges, with his humble thanks and duty,
Your Majesty's gracious reference to his recent accident, from the
effects of which he has virtually ceased to suffer. On Monday he
hopes to resume full duty in Parliament, including his daily
reports to Your Majesty.
With reference to his recommendation of Sir Garnet Wolseley
for a Peerage, he humbly agrees with Your Majesty that such
a promotion is not required as a new mark of acknowledgment for
that General's military services* Your Majesty will, however,
have observed that this recommendation has been submitted with
a view to the attainment of a great public object, namely im-
proved means for full and enlightened discussion on military
subjects in one of the Houses of Parliament.
If Your Majesty is aware of any facts, shewing a want of loyal
subordination to his office to his immediate superior the Com-
mander in Chief, such facts would of course powerfully bear upon
the recommendation submitted by Mr. Gladstone and would also
be at once noticed by the Minister for War. But at present neither
that Minister nor Mr. Gladstone are possessed of any information
bearing such a character*
For official persons to make use either of the press, with or
without their names, or of speeches at public celebrations for
the purpose of speaking unofficially on questions connected with
their Departments is a practice doubtless open to remark. But it
prevails widely, and especially in regard to the Army ; and this
too, chiefly, as far as Mr. Gladstone has observed, on the part of
those who conscientiously disapprove, in whole or in part, of the
changes introduced in and since 1871. This being so, it would be
difficult for Your Majesty's ministers, who are deeply responsible
for these changes, to treat it as an offence on the part of Sir G.
Wolseley that he should have made use of his pen, and this
without the suppression of his name, to defend them.
Mr. Childers assures Mr. Gladstone that, in referring to public
declarations of this class, he carefully avoided any kind of
reference to Sir G. Wolseley's productions in particular.
Since receiving Your Majesty's letter, Mr. Gladstone has
attentively perused a most able and comprehensive paper by Sir G.